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"ALEXANDRIA, November 23, 1860.
". . .1 now have all arrangements made for your
coming down about that time [Christmas], but pru-
dence dictates some caution, as political events do seem
portentous. I have a letter from the cashier that he
sent you the first of exchange, the second I now enclose
to you for $290. But by the very mail which brought
it came the rumor that the banks are refusing exchange
on the North, which cannot be true; also that goods
were being destroyed on the Levee in New Orleans and
that the Custom House was closed. I also notice that
many gentlemen who were heretofore moderate in
their opinions now begin to fall into the popular cur-
rent, and go with the mad, foolish crowd that seems bent
on a dissolution of this confederacy. The extremists
in this quarter took the first news of the election of Lin-
coln so coolly that I took it for granted all would quietly
await the issue, but I have no doubt that politicians have
so embittered the feelings of the people, that they think
the Republican party is bent on abolitionism, and they
cease to reason or think of consequences. We are so
retired up here, so much out of the way of news, that
we hear nothing but stale exaggerations; but I feel that
a change is threatened and I will wait patiently for a
while. My opinions are not changed. If the South is
bent on dissolution of course I will not ally our fate
with theirs, because by dissolution they do not escape
the very danger at which they grow so frantically mad.
Slavery is in their midst and must continue, but the
interest of slavery Is much weaker in Missouri, Ken-
tucky, Virginia and Maryland than down here. Should                 il            in* tin-
